A Councillors Diary - May 2011
On March 29th, Suffolk County Council approved local plans drawn up after consultation to provide the 200 long needed, additional primary school places in Kesgrave. These places will be provided at Heath Primary School, where there is room for the seven new classrooms together with their associated group rooms and communal facilities. The additional places will be ready by the beginning of the autumn term of 2012.

Heath now moving toward being one of the largest primary schools in Suffolk, its catchment area has been extended by transferring the roads between Pilboroughs Walk and Ropes Drive/Nock Gardens from Cedarwood and Gorseland schools. A four year period of grace has been granted meaning the new catchment will not come into effect until the autumn term of 2016.

The principle which your County Councillors have called the 'sibling guarantee' was also approved. This means that a family with an elder sibling at a primary school will automatically obtain a place at the same school for any younger siblings irrespective of catchment area. Your County Councillors were particularly pleased with this decision knowing the hardship caused to parents obliged, under the previous admission rules, to deliver and collect their children from two and on occasion three separate primary schools.

It is worth recalling, that, had we not succeeded, our children would have been at risk of being sent as far afield as Waldringfield and The Trimleys, to village schools with an educational attainment far below those of our uniformly, high performing primary schools.

This would be a good time to re-iterate how a consultation works using the  specific case of the new zebra crossing outside Cedarwood School. The request for a crossing originated in a petition submitted to your County Councillors by Cedarwood parents. The subsequent dialogue started with the purpose of the crossing. Its initial purpose was seen as, firstly, providing a crossing secured by a 100 metre no waiting zone so that parents and children could cross in safety and, secondly, protecting the exits from off-road parking to the north of the school. These objectives were incorporated into a draft design which was published for consultation. Consultation revealed a third imperative, namely to provide residents of Pontins Walk with roadside access so that deliveries could be made and visitors could park. After the consultation was completed, the site of the crossing was moved to the west to incorporate this additional community need.

The Safer Neighbourhood Team priorities for the coming month were agreed as high-vis patrols outside Cedarwood Primary School, Wilkinson Drive, Kesgrave at key times to enforce new parking restrictions around the new crossing and tackling theft from motor vehicles and garages in the Rushmere St Andrew area. 
Suffolk County Council is hosting the launch of Fostering Fortnight in Suffolk, at a ceremony in the Atrium of Endeavour House on 16th May, between 12:30 and 2:00 pm. The Fostering Roadshows which are an annual exercise, during  'Fostering Fortnight', are key to recruiting an adequate supply of foster parents in Suffolk.
Suffolk Coastal District Council has announced that it will be handling its extensive glass recycling banks itself as a response to an unacceptable price rise demanded by its contractor WRG. The glass recycling bank network provides a local way of recycling glass bottles and jars reducing the amount of waste that is sent to landfill. Over the next three months the familiar bell shaped banks will be replaced with metal wheeled bins.  The new banks will have recycling lids, and will be labelled to indicate the type of glass they accept.  
In our locality, three services are being divested, schools crossing patrols, youth services and the library. In all cases local groups have plans at an advanced stage of development for securing the long term future of these service at a substantially lower cost to the taxpayer than had the County Council continued providing these service. So as far as our locality is concerned and despite the gainsayer politics being put in the local tabloid press divestment shows every sign of working. Detailed plans can be viewed on my website at :-
Gorseland School Crossing Patrol 
http://tinyurl.com/3eo3wv7
Foxhall Road School Crossing Patrol
http://tinyurl.com/4y8yx3y
Kesgrave & District Youth Centre
http://tinyurl.com/3qbyt48



Kesgrave Library


http://tinyurl.com/3vqaj7z
Divestment has been put forward by Suffolk County Council as a way of retaining valued services at a time when the coalition government has decided that a proportion of our taxes has to go to reducing the country's debt mountain. According to the independent taxpayers campaigning website 'Debt Bombshell', http://www.debtbombshell.com/uk-national-debt.htm, it's costing the UK £120 million a day in interest payments; more than we spend on education and three times more than we spend on defense. Political opinions on the debt mountain differ. Some protest there is no debt mountain, others that there is one but paying it off isn't necessary and yet others that it can be paid off while Government and Councils continue spending as before. The precarious situation of Greece, Ireland and now Portugal, countries so deep in debt that no one will lend them money and which are having to be bailed out by their neighbours, provide us all with food for though.

A recent poll by the Guardian newspaper reports that public tolerance of reduced public spending seems to be sustained. Only 35% think the coalition government is going too far, a 10-point drop since ICM asked the question in November. Meanwhile 28% think the government has found the right balance and 29% say the reductions are not severe enough. That amounts to 57% support for current public spending reductions or more. Locally we have candidates standing in the District elections supporting all of these views.
On May 5th we will also be voting for or against introduction of the Alternative Vote (AV) system to replace our current First Past the Post way of electing our representatives. Under AV, the votes for a candidate who comes top of the poll mean nothing unless they amount to over 50% of the votes cast. If they don't the votes obtained by the least successful candidates at the bottom of the poll who are knocked out are redistributed in accordance with their subsequent preferences. This means that a second, third, or fourth preference vote is counted at the same value as a first preference.
Under AV a candidate polling most third preferences can win over the candidate that polled the highest number of votes. The supporters of AV tell us that such a third preference winner is more likely to serve all the people than is the candidate that polls the most votes.
The following local websites provide a much wider range of information on matters affecting the Kesgrave & Rushmere St Andrew Division. My own website has been comprehensively overhauled to include a much wider coverage of information as well as matter of immediate interest such as road works, crime reports and bus service changes which can often fall between issues of this newsletter.

John Klaschka updated weekly www.jtjaklaschka.co.uk; also follow me on twitter @fwjtkSuffolk County Conservatives www.suffolkconservatives.com
Central Suffolk and North Ipswich Constituency www.centralsuffolk.co.uk
Dr Daniel Poulter MP www.drdanielpoulter.com
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